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When I (Ryan) was a child, I loved to climb up into the old tree in my grandparent’s backyard. 
Going up the tree was always my favorite part of the adventure. I knew exactly where to put 
my feet and hands to help propel me up into my favorite spot in the tree. Being up in the tree 
felt like a safe and spiritual space as I leaned against branches' strong arms. 

There was a problem though. I was terrified of getting out of the tree. When it was time to get 
down, my head would spin looking down at the ground far below. Everything in my body 
warned me of what might happen once I left the certainty of the branches. More often than 
not, my grandfather would have to come outside, open his arms wide and say, “I’ll catch you 
buddy!” 

Intersection of Divine and Practice - 
Moxie Meets the Universe Halfway

by Ryan Roth-Klinck 

At the time, choosing to jump always felt like a leap into the Mystery. Would I be taken care of? 
Would I miss my Grandpa and break my leg? Would I knock him over and break his back? Would 
he actually catch me and gently put me on the ground? No matter what, I always had to work up 
the Moxie to make a choice to jump into an uncertain future. 

Mystery lays out an unknowable future before us that leaves many of us reeling 
because we cannot be certain where the path ahead leads. 

Mystery lays out an unknowable future before us 
that leaves many of us reeling because we cannot be 
certain where the path ahead leads. We can do our 
best to prepare ourselves by thinking through the 
possibilities of what we know lies ahead, but there is 
always a chance that something unexpected will 
happen. Mystery can leave us on the edge of the 
branch, too afraid to take that final step forward. 

Mystery and Moxie intersect with each other when 
we meet the Universe halfway. 



Honor 
Mystery

Seek 
Vitality

Embody 
Moxie

Nurture
Presence

Moxie helps us muster up the courage to move 
into Mystery, even though we do not know 
what is going to happen. We recall all of the 
other times we did not know the answer, but 
we tried something and everything worked out 
in the end. We remember that the arms 
outstretched to catch us are capable and 
worthy of our trust. 

Symptom of Limitation: I am struggling to 
find vocabulary for spiritual awakening 
and mystical experience.

Sign of Possibility: I am at peace with 
something that can be partially known but 
cannot be fully known.

Mystery

Symptom of Stuckness: I feel called to 
action but I am overwhelmed or unable to 
find a place for this calling. 

Sign of Liberation: I work up the nerve to 
be authentic and take bold action for the 
greater good.

Moxie

When we use our Moxie to leap into the air, 
Mystery is no longer our feared enemy of the 
unknown. Instead, Mystery offers to embrace 
us as a loved one who reveals their hidden 
secrets. We often find spontaneity, unexpected 
delight, and Vitality waiting for us when we 
outstretch our own arms in return.

Mystery offers to embrace us as a 
loved one who reveals their hidden 
secrets. We often find spontaneity, 
unexpected delight, and Vitality 

waiting for us when we outstretch our 
own arms in return.


